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In Vietnam, Jesse served with dis-
tinction with the Army 1st Cavalry Di-
vision for two tours of duty between
1967 and 1969, when he earned a Purple
Heart for his service and his personal
sacrifice. Upon returning home, he be-
came a founding member of the Dela-
ware Valley Vietnam Veterans, or DV3,
as they call themselves.

Today, Jesse continues to recognize
the service and sacrifice of all who
fought and fell in that war and others
since, especially Iraq and Afghanistan,
through the Donald W. Jones Flag Me-
morial. Named after a fellow co-
founder, Jesse’s leadership has sus-
tained this impressive display for 30
years. The Flag Memorial has been lo-
cated in various sites across Bucks
County over the years, including the
Washington Crossing Historic Park,
Core Creek Park, Silver Lake Park,
and now at Falls Township Community
Park, where it draws an annual crowd
of thousands of veterans and grateful
community members.

Having participated in planting flags
at this powerful memorial with mem-
bers of my staff for several years, I am
always humbled by the sacrifice that
each flag represents and grateful for
Jesse’s commitment to remembering
those we have lost in conflict.

I thank Jesse and all the members of
the Delaware Valley Vietnam Veterans
for their continued work and support of
the veterans in our region and their
service to our Nation and our commu-
nity.

———
WATERS OF THE U.S. RULE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Towa (Mr. YOUNG) for 5 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak in opposition to the
recently finalized waters of the U.S.
rule.

Documents show that the EPA craft-
ed the waters of the U.S. rule behind
closed doors, leaving no seat at the
table for farmers, business leaders,
county and State officials, home-
builders, livestock producers, ranchers,
and many others who are concerned by
this Federal overreach, and it affects
their lives.

Everybody wants clean water—Ilet’s
all be on the record for that—but we
need to respect this process. Stake-
holders should have been consulted.
The people whose lives are affected by
this rule should have been consulted.
The EPA’s final rule is flawed, and de-
spite attempts by Congress, it is not an
improvement over the proposed rule.

The rule still requires farmers and
ranchers to get permits for activities
on their own land. On their own land.
The rule still expands the waters under
the EPA’s jurisdiction. The rule still
hurts manufacturers and States and
counties looking to expand economic
development projects and looking to
expand opportunity.

This rule remains flawed and should
be thrown out. I urge Members of Con-
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gress to support efforts to stop this
job-killing, farm-killing rule that in-
vites lawsuits instead of real solutions.
I urge my colleagues in the House and
Senate to support efforts to create a
new rule that will truly improve water
quality for all Americans and put
stakeholders in the process and respect
private property.
———
TRAGIC FLOODING IN CENTRAL
TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK). The Chair recognizes the

gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.
Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,

over the Memorial Day weekend, the
communities of central Texas suffered
a terrible tragedy after heavy rains and
powerful storms hit the Lone Star
State, resulting in the deaths of 24 peo-
ple, including a number from Corpus
Christi and the district that I rep-
resent.

Though I don’t represent Hays Coun-
ty, where some of the major flooding
happened and one of the hardest hit
parts of the State, nearby Caldwell and
Bastrop Counties are in the 27th Dis-
trict of Texas, and I have pledged my
help to the entire area in every way
possible.

Immediately after the floods, I vis-
ited the Bastrop County Emergency
Operations Center and have been in
contact with leaders throughout the
district to help in the recovery and aid
efforts and to make sure that the re-
sources are available and that we are
looking for ways to improve our re-
sponse and readiness in the future.

But, you know, it wasn’t just tragedy
that I saw during this. It was not just
devastation. I also saw the hope and
spirit of a community that came to-
gether in aid and rescue efforts. I was
moved, touched, and inspired by what I
saw.

Hundreds of volunteers, including my
wife Debbie, joined emergency per-
sonnel and law enforcement folks to
help however possible. Debbie came
home with stories of hundreds of people
who drove over 3 hours from Corpus
Christi to search for some of the vic-
tims who were from Corpus Christi, in-
cluding my daughter’s elementary and
middle school tutor, who perished in
the flood.

Despite this tragedy, it is amazing
how people came together in the spirit
of America and how it showed through.
This gives me hope for the entire coun-
try, and it makes me proud to be an
American.

At the request of a constituent, I will
also be working with local officials to
investigate how we can make our emer-
gency notification systems better and
how it can make sure people have ac-
cess to accurate and timely disaster in-
formation so we can prevent tragedies
like this in the future.

Obviously, we can’t stop Mother Na-
ture, but we can be prepared. We can
make sure the public has the informa-
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tion they need to keep themselves safe,
and we can help those devastated by
these sorts of tragedies.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and ev-
eryone join me in continuing to pray
for the victims of these floods and
these tragedies, their friends, their
families, and the volunteers who gave
so selflessly of their time.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 8 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend William Rice, Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Clearwater, Florida, of-
fered the following prayer:

Father, we praise You as the author
of life and affirm with our Founders
that You are the giver of liberty.

We ask that You would direct these
who gather as Members of Congress to
help govern our land. Grant them wis-
dom beyond themselves. Grant them
the humility to remember Whom they
serve and to Whom they must give an
ultimate account. Grant them a deep
burden for righteousness and a burning
passion for justice.

Forgive us, Lord, as a people, for
walking in pride and imagining that we
can long stand without Your blessing.
Awaken us to a reverence for Who You
are as the living God and for Your eter-
nal truths.

You, O Lord, are a great and mighty
God, yet You are also compassionate
and gracious. Be gracious to us still,
and grant us a spiritual awakening
that will renew our Nation from with-
in.
In Jesus’ Name.
Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. GRAVES) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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